WELCOME TO CLASSIS EASTERN CANADA!

We are thankful that you are a delegate from your church council for this upcoming Classis meeting.
This is a Classis Primer to help you prepare for your experience (especially if it is your first time).

Classis Eastern Canada is a regional association of Christian Reformed Churches from Brockville —
Pembroke - Charlottetown. We are one of 49 classes that comprise the Christian Reformed Church in
North America (CRCNA) and are made up of 16 churches - 4 in the eastern region and 12 in the
western region.

We meet twice each year, in March and October, to spend time together worshiping and learning,
discussing and making decisions on our shared ministries, examining candidates for ministry, hearing
reports from our denominational ministries and other ministries with ties to the CRCNA, and more.

Who attends Classis meetings?

Church Order Article 40 states that the council of each church shall delegate a minister, an elder, and
a deacon to classis. If a church is without a minister, or the minister is prevented from attending,
another elder shall be delegated in place of the minister. NOTE: An elder may not be delegated as a
deacon. Office-bearers who are not delegated may also attend classis meetings and may be given an
advisory voice.

If you are an elder or deacon delegate, we encourage you to participate fully in the discussions. Don't
assume that your minister will speak on your behalf. Our meetings are deliberative meetings. This
means that you are not merely a representative of your council and your council should not/cannot
instruct you how to vote. The point of the meeting is to hear all discussion before deciding how to
vote. If something is unclear, please ask — if you are not sure about something, chances are good that
there are more people who are unsure and need clarification as well.

If you need assistance, please don't hesitate to ask the stated clerk. We hope you enjoy your time at
classis!

Commonly Used Acronyms at Classis

CEC - Classis Eastern Canada OMD - Outreach Mission Developer
COD - Council of Delegates RU- Redeemer University
CIC - Classis Interim Committee SCT - Safe Church Team

CMLT - Classis Ministry Leadership Team
CRMT - Classis Resonate Mission Team
CRCNA - Christian Reformed Church in N.A.
CYMT - Classical Youth Ministry Team
DMC- Diaconal Ministries Canada

FAC - Finance & Administration Committee
M2S - Montreal Ministry to Seafarers

OCC - Ottawa Campus Chaplaincy


https://classiseasterncanada.ca/
mailto:cecstatedclerk@gmail.com

Committees that exist for the duration of classis or for a specific time frame:
If your church is assigned to one of these committees, the delegates from your church
(including you) make up the committee

Correspondence Committee: This committee deals with paperwork not assigned to any of
the other committees, such as paperwork from people who wish to be licensed to exhort
(preach) in classis.

Credentials Committee: Credentials are the forms that each church’s delegates must
bring to classis verifying that they are the duly appointed delegates from their church. The
credentials & instruction committee is the committee that makes sure all credentials are
duly received, and that any issues raised on the credentials are brought to the attention of
classis.

Ministerial Credentials Committee: \When a person desires to be examined to become a
Minister of the Word, or a Commissioned Pastor, there are a number of documents that
must be received by classis. The ministerial credentials committee is charged with making
sure that all the documents are received and are in good order.

Overture Committee: A formal request from a congregation (sometimes a committee)
usually comes in the form of “overture,” asking classis to do something. A committee
(usually delegates from two churches) is assigned to study the overture and offer advice to
classis on how it might deal with the overture.

Transcription Committee: This committee is responsible to review the minutes of the
classis meeting afterward and ensure that the minutes accurately reflect the decisions of
classis. The minutes are subsequently reviewed and approved by the Classis Interim
Committee (CIC), shared with classis churches and the denomination.

Standing committees of classis

Classis Interim Committee — (CIC) This committee takes care of matters that cannot wait
until the next classis meeting, as well as preparing the agenda for classis meetings.
Members make up the legal directors of the organization for Canada Revenue Agency
(CRA) purposes.

Classis Ministerial Leadership Team (CMLT) — They administer funds for financial aid for
and work with men and women studying to enter full-time ordained or non-ordained ministry
within the CRC.

Classis Resonate Mission Team (CRMT) - This committee work with congregations to
develop new churches/ministries, encourage outreach and leadership development. The
west committee supervises the work of the Outreach Ministry Developer.

Youth Ministry Team (CYMT) — They assist local churches in the development of youth
ministries and provide support for youth ministers and leaders.

Diaconal Ministry (DMC) — A team of diaconal coaches, pastoral advisors, and Diaconal
Ministry Canada board member appointed to develop the work of mercy within Classis.

Finance & Administration Committee (FAC) — They oversee all matters pertaining to the
budget of classis, including requests for new or increased ministry shares. They also
ensure CRA compliance.

Oversight Committees: Sometimes a team is needed to work with an individual pastor or
with a church council to resolve certain issues. That team is usually called an Oversight



Committee.

Personnel Committee — Keeps an up-to-date record of those appointed to serve on
classis committees and as delegates to denominational boards and agencies, and recruit
nominees for open positions when necessary.

Safe Church Team — (SCT) They help churches to develop safe church communities and
policies. They also administer the counseling fund made available to those who desire
personal counselling.

Other roles in classis:

Church Counsellors: When a church is vacant or in the process of calling a pastor, the
pastor from a nearby church is assigned as a counsellor to assist the council.

Church Visitors: Each church and its council should be visited every other year by the
“church visitors.” The church visiting teams are made up of a pastor and an elder, and the
churches are assigned to a team based on geography.

Regional Pastor: A regional pastor is appointed to the west side and the east side of
classis to help provide pastoral care and encouragement to the pastors in the region.

Church Order
Much of the work done by classis is regulated by the Church Order of the Christian Reformed
Church; Church Order 2025 along with the Rules of Procedure developed for this classis.

All the churches in the CRCNA denomination are guided by the Church Order. Only a synod (the
annual leadership meeting of the CRC) can change the Church Order.

Basic Rules of Order

A main motion - This is a motion that requests an action of Classis. It must be supported,
or seconded, and discussed before a vote is held. It must be presented in written form at
request of chair or clerk.
A motion to amend - This is a proposal to alter a main motion in language or in meaning
before final action is taken on the motion.
A motion to defer action, withhold action, or table - \When Classis deems it advisable, it
may decide to table a motion temporarily. Tabling a motion implies that the meeting will
resume consideration of it at a later hour.
Objection to a ruling by the chair - If any member of Classis is not satisfied with the
ruling of the chair, the matter is referred to the assembly for decision.
Right of protest - It is a right of any member to protest any decision of Classis. Protests
should be registered immediately or during the session in which the matter was acted upon.
Members may, if they desire, ask to have their negative vote recorded in the minutes.
Call for the division of the question - At the request of one or more members of Classis,
a motion consisting of more than one part may be divided and voted upon separately.
A motion to reconsider or rescind - If any member of Classis desires, for weighty
reasons, reconsideration of a matter already decided upon at that meeting of Classis, one
of the following methods may be used:

o A motion to reconsider may be offered only by a person who has voted with the

majority. The purpose of this motion is to propose a new discussion and a new vote.

o A motion to rescind has as its purpose to annul or to reverse a previous decision.
Discussion - To obtain the floor, a speaker must first be recognized by the chair and, when
speaking, must stand, when possible, and address the chair.


https://www.crcna.org/sites/default/files/Church%20Order%202025%20-%20English.pdf
https://classiseasterncanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Rules-of-Procedure-CEC-March-2026.pdf
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