September 18, 2026
Dear Classis:

Last week | informed my church council that | would like to retire on April 4, 2027 at the age of 65.
Although the denomination has set 66 as the age to collect my full pension, | have decided, with the
agreement of my wife Susan, that | will retire when the Canadian Government says | can. Council
moved and supported this decision.

| have not come to this decision easily. Much thought and prayer has gone into my process of
discernment as well as many conversations with Susan. But | have become convinced that this is
the right decision.

Since making the decision, | have felt a great sense of release. When | went into ministry, | felt like
God had been calling me for many years, and in my last year of teaching there was little else | could
think about. It feels the same way now — but the opposite. It feels like God is calling me out of
pastoral ministry after 25 years of service.

| am grateful for the 25 years that | have been involved in ministry with Classis Eastern Canada. |
feel like | have been a blessing to our Classis and that Classis has been a blessing to me. | hope
and pray that | will have your full support in this decision.

Blessings to you -

Pastor Paul



