Classis Safe Church Team report to Classis, Oct 2026

Were a small group, four members along with our Pastoral Advisor Paul Vanderkooy. Members are:
Wilma Mulder, Jackie Ritskies, John Vedder (Chair) and Josh Vriesema.

Ideally, like many other classes, we would have a Classis Safe Church Coordinator in place, but we
continue to be unsuccessful in recruiting an individual who is passionate about Safe church to fill
this role. As well, with one member’s term ending, we are in need of new members to join this
ministry. So once again | ask that you seek out members in your church who might have the gifts
and the desire to help build spaces where people, especially the vulnerable, can worship, serve and
belong without fear. Maybe it’s someone who presently serves on your own safe church committee.
Perhaps you know someone who works in the counseling therapy field. | would welcome chatting
with anyone if you might have further questions in this regard.

While we and you the churches of CEC rely on direction and guidance from Thrive, we as Classis
Safe church have recently spent time reflecting and reviewing our own processes and
effectiveness. We recognize there’s a need to be more active in training of ministry leaders, being
better at supporting and communicating with Safe Church committees and understanding our own
roles and responsibilities, particularly when an allegation of abuse comes forward.

We want to remind churches and Safe church committees that Thrive - CRC Safe Church have a lot
of excellent resources to help us allin our ministry. Response guidelines, training resources,
webinars etc. are all available on their extensive website. They also offer coaching and consulting
services.

The Classis Safe Church counseling fund continues to function in positive ways. Again, this past
year, funds were allocated for individuals to obtain access to counselling, helping them to
overcome the trauma of abuse. The fund has been for many years and continues to be administered
by our committee secretary Wilma Mulder.

While Classis credentials forms indicate safe church programs are in place in most of our
churches, it’s our hope that churches are active in abuse awareness and prevention. When was the
Safe Church policy last reviewed and updated? Have volunteers and staff been adequately trained?
Has the code of conduct for ministry leaders been implemented? Is there intentionality in your safe
church ministry?

Plans are in the works to hold an annual zoom presentation with the individual safe church reps in
November with the theme being “Why safe church?” Stay tuned for further info.

Final thoughts. For us as ministry leaders and all involved in making our church communities safer
places to worship and belong, we have the responsibility to act justly, love mercy and walk humbly
with our God. This needs to show up in how we respond to harm, how we care for those who are
hurting and how we work to prevent abuse in our congregations.

Thankyou

John Vedder






