September 9, 2026
To: The Council of Athens Christian Reformed Church / The Classis of Classis Eastern Ontario

From: Christopher Smid
Subject: Request for Approval of Noncongregational Ministry under Church Order Article 12

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I am writing to formally request your approval for my service as Chaplain at Providence Manor
in Kingston, ON as a position consistent with the calling of a Minister of the Word, pursuant to
Church Order Article 12 and its accompanying Supplement.

As Church Order Supplement to Article 12 states, noncongregational positions consistent with
this calling are those in which a minister serves beyond a local congregation to “proclaim,
explain, and apply Holy Scripture under the authority of and as a public representative of the
church, in a way that the members of the church may be gathered in and built up in Christ.”
believe that my role as a chaplain in a long-term care (LTC) facility fully aligns with this criteria
in the following ways:

1. Proclaiming, Explaining, and Applying Holy Scripture

In this chaplaincy role, the faithful handling of Scripture remains the center of my ministry. I
regularly proclaim God’s Word through public worship services, devotionals, and the
administration of the Sacraments to residents who are often unable to attend a local church.
Furthermore, I apply and explain Holy Scripture through one-on-one pastoral counseling,
bringing the truth and comfort of the Gospel to residents, families, and staff facing cognitive
decline, physical illness, grief, and end-of-life transitions.

2. Service Under the Authority of the Church

I do not enter this chaplaincy as an independent worker, but as an ordained minister accountable
to the church. If approved, I will maintain my ministerial credentials under the supervision and
ecclesiastical governance of Athens Christian Reformed Church and Classis Eastern Canada. [
commit to submitting regular reports regarding my work and remaining accountable to the
council in doctrine and life, in alignment with CRC polity and endorsement guidelines.

3. Acting as a Public Representative of the Church

As a chaplain, I serve as a visible, public representative of the church within a specialized
healthcare institution. In an environment that is frequently secular or isolated from standard
church structures, my presence publicly testifies to Christ’s covenantal care for the vulnerable,
elderly, and infirm. I represent the broader body of Christ to residents, family members, medical
professionals, and facility staff.

4. Gathering In and Building Up Members in Christ



This ministry directly contributes to both the gathering and edification of Christ’s body. LTC
facilities represent a vital mission field where I am called to "gather in" through evangelism,
offering Gospel hope to unchurched residents and grieving families. Simultaneously, this work
"builds up" saints in their final stages of earthly life, anchoring them in their identity in Christ
when they can no longer participate in traditional congregational life.

Because this LTC chaplaincy position is grounded in Biblical proclamation, submitted to
ecclesiastical authority, represents the church publicly, and works toward gathering and edifying
God’s people, I respectfully request that Council/Classis evaluate and approve this position under
Church Order Article 12.

Thank you for your prayerful consideration and support of this ministry.
Grace and peace,

Christopher Smid

Chris Smid

Spiritual Health Practitioner/Chaplain
Providence Manor

275 Sydenham St. Kingston, ON K7K 1G7
613-213-4563

Email: smiddy c@yahoo.ca



