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UPDATE FROM THE BOARD 
 
Greetings Classic Eastern Canada from the board of the Ottawa Campus 
Chaplaincy!  
 
My name is Aidan Elliot, and I am the Board Chair of the Ottawa Campus Chaplaincy. For 
context, our board brings together supporters and participants in the ministry, including 
representatives from the Ottawa-area  CRC churches and Classis Eastern Canada, as well as 
Kanata Community Church and the Presbytery of Ottawa. We also seek representation from 
those most directly impacted by the ministry. We currently have a graduate student 
representative as a full-time board member, have students providing advice on planning 
committees, and have had undergraduate student representatives on our board as well.  
 
We believe this combination of church and community stakeholders alongside those we serve 
helps us remain accountable to our supporting churches while keeping students' experiences 
and needs at the centre of our decisions. 
 
Serving Students  

 
A main part of our mission is 
creating hospitable spaces where 
students can experience spaces of 
care and belonging on campus, 
develop as disciples and leaders, 
connect faith with their studies 
and vocation, and practice justice 
and mercy in God’s world.  

This past year we have continued 
to support our chaplain, Ryan, as 
he provided pastoral care and 



support to students, faculty, and staff at the University of Ottawa and Carleton University. 
His ministry included one-on-one pastoral care, as well as discipleship and mentorship, 
food-based community gatherings such as Feast & Faith, specialty groups such as ministry to 
neurodiverse students and first year students, and participation in university life through the 
Wellness Centre and student services. 

Our annual review confirmed that relationships remain one of the defining strengths of the 
ministry. Students described OCC as a place of belonging, openness, and authentic 
community, and valued having a space where they could ask difficult questions, explore faith 
and doubts, and deepen their understanding of Christianity and the Reformed tradition. These 
relationships and opportunities for spiritual exploration were identified as important 
contributors to students' faith formation and sense of belonging. 

Looking Ahead 

Ryan has recently accepted a call to ministry at Kanata Community Church. We are grateful 
for his years of service to OCC and for the good relationship between Ryan and the board. 
We pray for him as he begins this next chapter. 

Because of the timing of his departure and the beginning of the academic year, the board has 
chosen to appoint an interim chaplain or ministry leader for this school year. This will allow 
us to maintain pastoral care and continuity for students while providing the board helpful 
time to discern, assess the changing campus environment, and engage our partners as we 
prepare to fill a more permanent role. 

Our goal is to appoint a permanent chaplain by spring or fall 2027, with appropriate input 
from our partners (such as Classis Eastern Canada) during the process. 

At Carleton University, we are encouraged by new interest 
from university administration in the spiritual services 
available to students. After years of maintaining a regular 
presence as a part of student services, we are seeing 
opportunities for a more sustained relationship with the 
university. We are hopeful that this will create new 
opportunities to serve students, support spirituality as a part of 
wellness, and provide a reformed witness within the university 
community.  

In addition to spiritual care, Ryan has begun the academic year 
at Carleton by offering bi-weekly Pizza & Prayer times and a 



bi-weekly Faith Lab focused on exploring and growing in Christian faith in creative ways 
with open dialogue.  

At the University of Ottawa, changes to the way spiritual care is being organized have 
created some uncertainty about the future of chaplaincy presence on campus. Without clear 
rationale, the university has changed service delivery models away from dedicated chaplains 
working on campus towards a referral model in the outside community. This will impact our 
ability to minister to the institution of the university in a more deeply integrated way. At the 
same time, the board and the chaplaincy are already well-equipped to continue our work of  
advocating for the importance of spiritual wellness on campus, participating as a part of the 
spiritual response team to student needs, and operating as an independent organization with 
our own rental space to minister to students around the university. The board is advocating 
for the continued importance of spiritual wellness and for opportunities for OCC to remain 
connected with providing proactive and responsive care to students. We ask for your prayers 
as these conversations continue. 

Ryan began the academic year at the 
University of Ottawa by facilitating 
monthly hospitable meal gatherings with 
a community prayer time, which is a 
slightly reduced version of our 
longstanding Feast & Faith program for 
these transitional times. The bi-weekly 
Faith Lab also happens on campus at the 
University of Ottawa, in addition to a 
student internship program where three 
brand new student leaders are reflecting 
deeply, growing as disciples, and 
exploring ways to serve their campus. 

Please Pray for 

●​ Students at the University of Ottawa and Carleton University, particularly as they 
navigate academic pressures, questions of vocation and identity, mental health 
concerns, and an uncertain post-graduation job market. 

●​ Ryan, as he begins his new ministry role at Kanata Community Church. 
●​ Our interim chaplain or ministry leader, and the students and interns they will serve 

this year. 
●​ The OCC board, as we navigate changes at both universities and prepare for the 

search for a permanent chaplain. 



●​ The continued Christian witness of OCC on Ottawa's campuses, that students would 
encounter a community where faith, learning, vocation, justice, and mercy can be 
explored together. 

Thank you for your continued prayers and support of OCC. Your partnership helps us 
maintain a Reformed presence on Ottawa's campuses and provide a place where students can 
find care and belonging in community, develop as disciples and leaders in an academic 
setting, and explore the relationship between their faith, field of study, and lives. 

Sincerely, 

Aidan Elliot​

Ottawa Campus Chaplaincy Board Chair 
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