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This past year has been difficult for seafarers. They have faced increased attacks in different parts of the world,
and unfortunately, shipping is being used as leverage in world events. Ships and seafarers are being attacked as
part of the Russia / Ukraine war, and in the Middle East in the Strait of Hormuz and off the coast of Yemen.
Somali pirates are once again increasing their attacks on ships. For some ships that manage to transit the Strait
of Hormuz, seafarers are offered significant wage increases to take the risk, and for some, it is worth it.
Unfortunately, there are still ships and around 5000 seafarers stranded in the area because some companies
won’t take the risk of attempting to transit the Strait.

While we are thankful we aren’t in the middle of a war zone, we hear from seafarers the fear and stress they
have over travelling in those areas. Some companies allow seafarers to go home if the ship is going to a
dangerous area, but many crew members feel pressured to stay on board out of fear that they won’t be given
another ship. A chief engineer, who | have known for many years, recently told me that his company tells them
that if they refuse to join a ship then they will not be called again. He is nearing retirement age and is
considering whether it is worth it to stay with his company or find a new one.

We are thankful to be present and available
for all seafarers when they have these
concerns. We sit and listen to seafarers as
they share these concerns. We also
celebrate with them for important
milestones. A captain, who we have known
for over 25 years, celebrated his birthday
while in Montreal. In the evening, while he
was cutting his birthday cake, a crew
member noticed a rainbow outside and
took a photo of the captain, saying it was a
sign of God’s faithfulness.

Captain Felino D’Souza in Montreal

Once again this summer, we partnered with Montreal Mission Internship and had an intern placed with us.
Megha Poudel is studying theology at the Presbyterian College in Montreal and looking towards ministry in the
future. She shared this interaction with a seafarer: “One conversation that deeply impacted me was with a ship
captain. He asked about my faith journey, and | shared how | came to believe in Jesus Christ. Although he had been
raised in a Catholic family, he explained that he no longer believed in God. Instead, he believed there was a greater force
because everything in his life had gone well. He also argued that there is no objective good or evil, but that society



simply creates its own standards of right and wrong. He further shared that seeing people kill one another in the name of
God convinced him that the God people preach must be "dead."

His perspective challenged me to think carefully about my own faith. | responded by explaining that Jesus never harmed
anyone in the name of religion and that He is the perfect example of goodness. | told him that the goodness and greater

force he was describing ultimately point to Jesus Christ, while acknowledging that each person must decide what they
believe. Before leaving, he asked about my future plans, and | shared that, God willing, | hope to become a minister. His
response surprised and encouraged me when he said, "l can see that in you." Even after the conversation ended, |
continued reflecting on why someone raised in a Christian background could become so convinced that God does not
exist. That encounter challenged me to think more deeply about faith, doubt, and the importance of living out the gospel
authentically”.

Megha (orange vest) and Chaplain Michelle
on the bridge of the M.V. Genoa Express with
Captain Radev from Bulgaria

Once again, thank you for your continued support and prayers. We would not be able to minister to seafarers
in the same way without you.
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